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Sefting the standard for sustainability

On-site, independent audit under the IRMA Standard for Responsible Mining
Varzea do Lopes Mine, Itabirito, Minas Gerais, Brazil

Between August 28 and September 5, 2023, SCS Global Services (SCS) will commence an
independent audit of Gerdau’s Varzea do Lopes Iron Ore Mine operation to evaluate its performance
under the Initiative for Responsible Mining Assurance (IRMA) Standard for Responsible Mining.
IRMA is a voluntary assessment system that provides a set of best practice standards and
participatory stakeholder engagement requirements created to improve mining operations'
environmental and social performance.

The third-party, independent audit provides stakeholders, including community members, workers,
organized labor, government representatives, and other interested parties, the opportunity to give
feedback on the mine's environmental, health, safety, and community performance. SCS will use
stakeholder comments to help determine how the Vdarzea do Lopes Mine operation performs
relative to the IRMA Standard.

Stakeholders are invited to submit written comments to coincide with the on-site audit.
Stakeholders may also contact SCS if they would like to be interviewed. Interviews will take place
virtually (telephone or videoconference) or in person. Stakeholder comments, questions, and
interview requests can be made through the link below; commenters' identities and remarks are
kept confidential upon request.

Link: https://info.scsglobalservices.com/irmafeedback

Upon completion of the Gerdau’s Varzea doLopes Mine audit, IRMA will publish the independent
audit results and present an overall achievement score: IRMA Transparency, IRMA 50, IRMA 75, or
IRMA 100.

SCS is an IRMA-approved certification body with head offices in Emeryville, California. For more
information about SCS, please visit www.scsglobalservices.com.

The IRMA Standard is the world’s most comprehensive mining standard for industrial-scale mines
and the only one equally governed by all stakeholders: mining companies, mineral purchasers,
investors, organized labor, communities, and civil society NGOs. Mine site verification under the
IRMA Standard is voluntary. For more information on the IRMA Standard requirements and
certification, visit www.responsiblemining.net.
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